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Ladybird Readers
Enthuse, motivate, and encourage a love of learning

12

13

One day in the autumn, my master and James had to go on a long journey. I pulled  a small cart, and we went along the road until we came to a bridge. The bridge was flat, and because the water in the river was quite high, it nearly reached it.

We returned home late that evening. It was very windy—a storm was coming, and it was nearly dark when we reached the bridge again. I could see that the water was now covering the middle of the bridge. Suddenly, I felt strange, so I stopped.

“Go on, Beauty,” said Mr. Gordon, but  I would not move.

Chapter three

The Bridge

 Traditional tales 

From learning their very first words in English to reading confidently on 
their own, Ladybird Readers promise to make growing up the best story 

ever, for children everywhere.  

Whether it is starting to say ‘Hello’ with Spot, discovering the magic of 
fairy tales with Cinderella and Aladdin, or finding out about the world 
around them with BBC Earth, our carefully graded ELT Readers will 

inspire everyone as they begin their reading journey.
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Graded ELT Readers - perfect 
for learning English as a 
foreign or second language

Featuring favourite characters, 
traditional tales, new stories 
and non-fiction

Following CEFR levels  
and providing Cambridge  
YLE exercises

Wide range of free resources 

Images © BBC, 2014

14

15

They went to the 

park, and Pom Pom 

went down the  

slide first. 

“I’m the winner again!”  

he said.

7

6

Long ago, a poor woman and  her son, Aladdin, lived in China. 
One day, a man came. “Do you know Mustafa?” he asked.
“He was my father,” said Aladdin, “but he’s dead now.”
“He was my brother,” the  man said. “So I am your uncle.  I want to help you and  your mother.”

 Compelling adventure stories

 Non-fiction books including BBC Earth titles

6

7

“It’s the holidays!”  
said Wendy Wolf.

“I want to jump in muddy 
puddles,” said Peppa.  

 Recognisable characters including 
Peter Rabbit, My Little Pony and Peppa Pig
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• A ‘How to use graded readers guide’ with feature 
explanation and practical classroom ideas

• A choice of downloadable British and American 
audio recordings with additional listening practice

• Catchy songs to introduce playful rhythms & melodies

• Interactive play-scripts for pupils to act out

• Flashcards for use in the classroom

• Additional activity sheets for a wide range of titles

• Introductory videos to the series with ideas for classroom use

• Downloadable certificates for rewarding pupils as they finish each 
level

• CYL exam support with exam-style activities

• Detailed overviews of the Readers mapped against CEFR levels & 
objectives, as well as by Lexile & AR level themes & objectives

• Digital books for projection in the classroom

FOR THE TEACHER:

 

• Wonderfully illustrated Readers with favourite characters 
and charming imagery

• Story-book audio, perfect for listening in class or at home

• Colourful activity books to develop speaking, listening, 
reading and writing, and introduce critical thinking 

• Confidence-building spelling and phonic practice helps 
with speaking and pronunciation

FOR THE STUDENT:
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Beginner

Starter

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

Level 6

Pre-A1 • YLE Starters • 100–200 words

A1 • YLE Movers • 200–300 words

A1+ • YLE Movers • 300–600 words

A2 • YLE Flyers • 600–900 words

Pre-A1 • 50–100 words

First Phrases • 25–50 words

A2 • YLE Flyers / KET • 900–1,500 words

A2+ • YLE Flyers / KET • 1,500–2,000 words

 With over 100 titles across 8 levels, 

Ladybird Readers aim to inspire a life-long 

love of reading in young learners.  From 

Beginner to Level 6, each Reader and 

accompanying Activity Book progressively 

introduces phonics, vocabulary and 

sentence structures at a pace that develops 

confidence for children.

 

Combining characters and stories that 

children know and love with pedagogic 

expertise and Ladybird’s 100 years of 

excellence in children’s publishing, the 

series provides practise for reading, 

listening, speaking, writing and critical 

thinking.

 

International benchmarking: the series follows the CEFR levels and Cambridge YLE syllabus



6

  

Young learners will be able to use both 
top-down and bottom-up strategies 
independently with graded readers. 
They are ready to read on their own 
and to choose their own books.

Reading independently (Level 4) Established readers (Levels 5 to 6)

Finding the right Ladybird 
Reader level for your students

4
5

6

Young learners will be confident 
readers, able to categorise information 
from the text, retell and summarise the 
stories, predict events, and understand 
the characters and their motives.

  

Children will use bottom-up processes to 
start to identify the sounds made by the 
letters, and will rely on their knowledge 
of the top-down general meaning of 
the story. They will use clues from the 
pictures and the shape of a word.

Beginner stage (Beginner to Level 1)1

3 4

2

3

Young learners will be able to recognise 
familiar words and read short parts of 
the text with clear pronunciation. 

Mastering decoding (Levels 2 to 3)2

B

1

S
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LEVELS 1-4

LEVELS 5 & 6

• Picture words page introduces 
characters and difficult vocabulary

• Fantastic full-colour illustrations 
on every page

• Written using international English

• Free audio download for all titles

• Around 16 pages of activities in the 
back of every Reader

• Testing of comprehension and 
meaning

• Helping children decode words  
and build sentences

IN-BOOK EXERCISES

Levels 5 & 6 of our Ladybird Readers series include more well-known 
classics stories and incredible non-fiction, told at a higher language 
level.  With single page illustrations that feel more like chapter books, 
our new levels allow students to read great stories which use more 
words and introduce new grammar structures. A glossary can be found 
at the back of the book to help with introducing new vocabulary.
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READERS

Ladybird Readers Beginner books introduce children to early 
conversational phrases and vocabulary with iconic character, Spot.

Good morning, Spot!
9780241365465

Where is it, Spot!
9780241365472

Thank you, Spot!
9780241365496

What color, Spot?
9780241365502

My name is Spot!
9780241316092

How are you, Spot?
9780241319413

How many, Spot?
9780241319444

Yes please, Spot!
9780241319420

Beginner First Phrases 25-50 words

JAN 
2021

DEC 
2020

DEC 
2020
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Title Theme Value
Reading 
Skills

Grammar 
Objectives

Vocabulary 
Objectives

My Name is Spot!

9780241316092
Family and 
friends

Curiosity and learning,
Understanding our world

Identifying 
focus 
sounds

Recognising 
key words

Finding 
information

Questions and 
answers

Ask and answer, 
Names

How are you, Spot?

9780241319413
Family and 
friends

Understanding others, 
Kindness, Taking part

Answering 
questions

Ask and answer, 
Feelings

How many, Spot?

9780241319444
Family and 
friends

Curiosity and learning,
Taking part

Answering 
questions

Ask and answer, 
Numbers

Yes please, Spot!

9780241319420
Family and 
friends

Understanding others, 
Kindness, Taking part

Questions and 
answers

Ask and answer, 
To play

Good morning, Spot

9780241365465
Family and 
friends

Curiosity and learning, 
Family and friendship

Questions and 
answers

Ask and answer, 
Greetings

Where is it, Spot?

9780241365472
Family and 
friends

Curiosity and learning,
Understanding our world

Answering 
questions

Ask and answer, 
Where

Thank you, Spot

9780241365496
Family and 
friends

Family and friendship, 
Kindness

Questions and 
answers

Ask and answer, 
Thank you

What color, Spot?

9780241365502
Family and 
friends

Curiosity and learning,
Understanding our world

Answering 
questions

Ask and answer, 
Colors

B
E

G
IN

N
E

R

76

“How many lemons, Spot?” “Two!”

Themes and learning objectives

Ladybird Readers

98

“Hello, Helen! How are you?” 
“I am well, thank you.”

1110

“I am well, thank you.”“Hello, Tom! How are you?”
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• A phonics-based approach to learning to read

• Book 1 introduces the alphabet in A-Z form

• Further books include two versions of the same story: wordless (to prepare 
children for reading) and with words (providing practise for phonics and 
sight words)

READERS

• Phonics activities at the start of the book familiarise children with 
new sounds

• Exercises at the end of the story test comprehension of meaning

• Children get help decoding words and building sentences

IN-BOOK EXERCISES

Starter Pre-A1 50-100 words  |  AR Points: 0.5; AR Interest 
Level: LY

Alphabet Book
9780241393673

Is it Nat?
9780241393680

The Fun Run
9780241393727

Themes and learning objectives

Title Phonics Sight Words Theme

Alphabet Book (1) 

9780241393673
A-Z

Is it Nat? (2) 

9780241393680
s, a, t, p, i, n a, is, it Who am I?

The Fun Run (6) 

9780241393727 
e, u, r, h, b, f, l

at, get, go, has, off, the, to, 
up

Taking part

S
T

A
R

T
E

R
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PHONICS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

What is phonics?
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read by helping them to understand 
the relationships between letters, sounds, and words. It is a popular teaching 
method for native English speakers, and is increasingly used with children who 
are learning English as a foreign language. This is because it gives children the 
tools they need to improve their reading, writing, and pronunciation.

12

Phonics in English Language Teaching

What is phonics?
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read by helping them to understand the 
relationships between letters, sounds, and words. It is a popular teaching method for 
native English speakers, and is increasingly used with children who are learning English 
as a foreign language. This is because it gives children the tools they need to improve their 
reading, writing, and pronunciation.

The English alphabet has 26 letters, but approximately 42 related sounds. Phonics 
teaching helps children to identify sounds that relate to individual letters, such as /a/ in 
cat, as well as sounds that relate to combinations of letters, such as /ear/ in hear.

With this understanding, children will be able to read, spell, and pronounce new and more 
complex words in the future.

hat  h/a/t  “hat” bus  b/u/s  “bus”

“boat”  b/oa/t  boat “look”  l/oo/k  look

Children learn how to read by blending sounds to make a word:  

They learn how to spell by segmenting a word into sounds:

13

How can I introduce phonics?
Phonics teaching can be introduced in the 
classroom or at home using short activities 
and games.

Make children aware of sounds common in 
English and the children’s first language 
wherever possible. Use words the children 
know to highlight and identify sounds.

1 Use Flashcards or objects

 Find the sound: stick a selection of 
Flashcards on the wall, or put them  
down on the floor or table. Ask the 
children to find words with a particular 
sound, such as /e/. Try using a different 
sound each day.

 Sound pairs: ask the children to sort 
through the Flashcards to find words 
with matching sounds, such as beard and 
gears, or tap and tin.

 Sound craft: select a sound of the 
week. Draw, paint, and decorate a large 
cut-out of the letters that represent the 
sound. The children should find objects 
or Flashcards containing that sound to 
create a sound display table.

2 Use chants, songs, and rhymes
Help the children to become familiar with 
natural rhythm and rhyme, by learning 
traditional nursery rhymes, songs, 
and chants.

A phonics chant is included at the back of 
every Ladybird Readers Starter Activity 
Book, and audio downloads of the chants 
are available on the website:  
www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

3 Use story books or graded readers
Storytelling helps children to develop 
linguistically, cognitively, and 
emotionally. Stories explore familiar 
themes and provide a playful and 
imaginative context for children to 
experiment with the sounds of English.

They contain high-frequency words, such 
as animals, family, and food, as well as 
words such as dragon, pirate, and giant, 
which inspire children’s imaginations.

The Ladybird Readers Starter level uses  
age-appropriate, engaging storytelling to 
introduce a phonics approach to reading. 

1312
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Familiarise children with natural rhythm and rhyme by learning nursery 
rhymes, songs, and chants. A phonics chant is included at the back of 
every Ladybird Readers Starter Activity Book, and audio downloads of 
the chants are available on the website: www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

2. Use chants, songs, and rhymes

3. Use story books or graded readers
Storytelling helps children to develop linguistically, cognitively, and 
emotionally. Stories explore familiar themes and provide a playful and 
imaginative context for children to experiment with the sounds of English.

1. Use flashcards or objects
Find the sound: stick a selection of flashcards 
on the wall, or put themdown on the floor or table. 
Ask the children to find words with a particular sound, 
such as /e/. Try using a different sound each day.

How can I introduce phonics?
Phonics teaching can be introduced in the classroom or at home using short 
activities and games. Make children aware of sounds common in English and in 
their first language wherever possible. Use words the children know to highlight 
and identify sounds.

Ladybird Readers

Sound pairs: ask the children to sort through the flashcards to find words 
with matching sounds, such as beard and gears, or tap and tin.
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Level 1 Pre-A1 100-200 words  |  AR Points: 0.5; AR Interest 
Level: LY

Peppa Pig: Fun 
with Old Things

9780241262191

Peppa Pig: Daddy
Pig’s Old Chair

9780241283561

Peppa Pig: 
In the Garden

9780241262207

Peppa Pig: 
Going to the Moon

9780241365441

Peppa Pig: 
The Fair

9780241283578

Cinderella
9780241254073

Peppa Pig: 
Going Swimming

9780241316139

Peppa Pig: 
On a Boat

9780241297445

Masha and the Bear: 
Candy for Breakfast

9780241401835

Masha and the Bear: 
Washing Day

9780241401811

Jon’s Football 
Team

 9780241254110

Rex the Big Dinosaur
9780241297414

NOV 
2020
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Ladybird Readers

Title Theme Value Reading Skills
Grammar 
Objectives

Vocabulary 
Objectives

Cinderella

9780241254073
Fairy tale, Family Kindness

Identifying a 
sequence of 
events

Question 
words

People, Places, 
Clothes

Jon’s Football Team

9780241254110
Sport, Friends Teamwork

Identifying 
details

Adjectives Colors, Sport

Masha & the Bear: 
Washing Day

9780241401811

Family, Friends, 
Childhood

Helping 
others

Identifying a 
sequence of 
events

Present simple
Health, Food, 
Emotions

Masha & the Bear: 
Candy for Breakfast

9780241401835

Health, Food, Family, 
Friends 

Health, 
Following 
advice

Identifying a 
sequence of 
events

Present simple
At home, 
Clothes

Peppa Pig: Daddy Pig’s 
Old Chair

9780241283561
Family, School Charity

Identifying what 
characters say

Present simple Adjectives

Peppa Pig: Fun with 
Old Things

9780241262191
Recycling Recycling

Identifying 
details

Adjectives In the home, 
Colors

Peppa Pig: Going 
Swimming

9780241316139
Family, Friends, Sport

Curiosity and 
learning

Understanding 
characters

Present and 

past tenses
Actions, Sport

Peppa Pig: Going to 
the Moon

9780241365441
Family, Friends

Curiosity and 
learning

Finding 
information

Present tense, 
Adjectives

Space

Peppa Pig: In the 
Garden

9780241262207
Animals

Asking 
questions

Identifying 
characters

This is… / 
These are…

Family, Animals

Peppa Pig: On a Boat

9780241297445
Family, Friends Taking part

Identifying 
characters

Would like Boats

Peppa Pig: The Fair

9780241283578
Family, Friends Sharing

Identifying 
characters’ 
opinions

Present simple At the fair

Rex the Dinosaur

9780241297414
Dinosaurs Kindness

Making 
predictions

Pronouns Actions

L
E

V
E

L
 1

Themes and learning objectives
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Level 2 A1 200-300 words  |  AR Points: 0.5; AR Interest 
Level: LY

Peppa Pig: 
School Trip
9780241283721

Peppa Pig: 
Sports Day
9780241262221

Peppa Pig: 
Playing Football

9780241319475

JAN 
2020

Pocahontas
9780241401750

Dinosaurs
9780241254479

 n
o

n
-fi

c
ti

o
n

The Gingerbread 
Man

9780241254424

Little Red 
Riding Hood
9780241254462

NOV 
2020
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Ladybird Readers

Title Theme Value Reading Skills
Grammar 
Objectives

Vocabulary 
Objectives

Dinosaurs

9780241254479
Dinosaurs

Understanding 
our world

Categorising 
information

Past simple Parts of the body

Little Red Riding Hood

9780241254462
Fairy tale

Following 
instructions

Identifying 
characters

Past simple
Parts of the body, 
Family

Peppa Pig: Playing 
Football

9780241319475

Sports and 
hobbies, 
Friends

Family and 
friendship

Identifying focus 
sounds

Use of must / 
mustn’t

Sport

Peppa Pig: School Trip

9780241283721
Travel

Understanding 
our world

Vocabulary 
development

Past simple 
(irregular 
verbs)

Environment, 
Actions

Peppa Pig: Sports Day

9780241262269
Sport Taking part

Identifying a 
sequence of 
events

Ordinals (first, 
second)

Sport

Pocahontas

9780241401750
History

Helping others, 
Kindness  

Identifying 
characters and 
places

Past simple 
tense 

Actions, People 

The Gingerbread Man

9780241254424
Animals, Food Honesty

Identifying a 
sequence of 
events

Past simple
Animals, Parts of 
the body

L
E

V
E

L
 2

Themes and learning objectives
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BBC Earth: 
Ice Worlds
9780241319574

 n
o

n
-fi

c
ti

o
n

BBC Earth: 
Where Animals Live

9780241298688

 n
o

n
-fi

c
ti

o
n

A History of Ferrari
9780241365090

 n
o

n
-fi

c
ti

o
n

Sharks
9780241253823

 n
o

n
-fi

c
ti

o
n

Roald Dahl: The 
Enormous Crocodile

9780241368169

Roald Dahl: Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory

9780241367865

Rapunzel
9780241283943

The Jungle Book
9780241253830

Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs

9780241319550

Level 3 A1+ 300-600 words  |  AR Points: 0.5; AR Interest 
Level: LY

FORTHCOMING

JAN 
2021
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Ladybird Readers

Title Theme Value Reading Skills
Grammar 
Objectives

Vocabulary 
Objectives

A History of Ferrari

9780241365090

History, 
Technology

Curiosity and 
learning

Using techincal 
terminology

Adjectives Cars, Spot

BBC Earth: Ice Worlds 
9780241319574

Animals, Natural 
world

Understanding 
our world

Categorising 
information

Adjectives Animals

BBC Earth: Where 
Animals Live

9780241298688

Animals, Natural 
world

Understanding 
our world

Finding 
information

Prepositions Animals

Rapunzel

9780241283943
Fairy tale Kindness

Identifying a 
sequence of 
events

Past simple Actions, People

Roald Dahl: The 
Enormous Crocodile

9780241368169

Natural world
Helping others, 
Teamwork

Understanding 
characters’ motives

Past simple 
tense, Adjectives

Animals

Sharks

9780241253823
Animals

Understanding 
our world

Categorising 
information

Present simple
Parts of the 
body

Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs

9780241319550

Family, Friends, 
Magic

Honesty, Family, 
Friends

Understanding 
characters

Adjectives People

The Jungle Book

9780241253830
Animals, Family Difference

Identifying 
characters

Adjectives Animals

L
E

V
E

L
 3

Themes and learning objectives
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The Wizard of Oz
9780241253793

Aladdin
9780241316061

Mulan
9780241358245

Pinocchio
9780241284308

Racing with Ferrari
9780241365106

 n
o

n
-fi

c
ti

o
n

Alice in Wonderland
9780241284315

Level 4 A2 600-900 words  |  AR Points: 0.5; AR Interest 
Level: LY
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Title Theme Value Reading Skills
Grammar 
Objectives

Vocabulary 
Objectives

Aladdin

9780241316061 

Family, Friends, 
Magic

Family and 
friendship

Identifying a 
sequence of 
events

Questions and 
answers in the 
past simple tense

People, 
Adjectives

Alice in Wonderland

9780241284315
Fairy tale Curiosity Retelling a story Conjunctions

Animals, 
Adjectives

Mulan

9780241358245

Family, Friends, 
Travel

Initiative, Helping 
others

Understanding 
characters’ motives

Past continuous, 
Future with ‘will’ Family, History

Pinocchio

9780241284308
Fairy tale Honesty

Understanding 
characters

Past simple
Actions, 
Adjectives

Racing with Ferrari

9780241365106

Science and 
technology

Curiosity and 
learning

Using techincal 
terminology

Adjectives Cars, Sport

The Wizard of Oz

9780241253793
Journeys

Discovering your 
strengths

Identifying main 
events

Adjectives to 
describe feelings

Feelings

L
E

V
E

L
 4

Themes and learning objectives

Ladybird Readers
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FORTHCOMING

JAN 
2021

Scuderia Ferrari:
Famous Races

9780241401798

Robin Hood
9780241336113

Peter Pan
9780241475591

 n
o

n
-fi

c
ti

o
n

Level 5 A2 900-1500 words AR Points: 0.5; AR Interest 
Level: LY

Title Theme Value Reading Skills
Grammar 
Objectives

Vocabulary 
Objectives

Ferrari Famous 
Races

9780241401798

History, 
Sports, 
Hobbies

Curiosity and 
learning

Identifying details 
Ordinals, 
Superlatives, 
Past simple tense 

Cars, Sport, 
History

Robin Hood

9780241336113

History, 
Adventure

Helping 
others

Identifying a 
sequence of events

Conjunctions, 
Past simple

History

L
E

V
E

L
 5

20 21

Suddenly, I saw something strange through 
the trees. As it came up to me, I saw that  
it was a man! He threw himself down on  
the ground. 

“I’m Ben Gunn,” he said. “Three years ago, 
I came here with a crew to look for Flint’s 
treasure. We couldn’t find it, and the sailors 
left me here. I built a small boat, but I can’t 
sail it far from the island.”

Then, I told him about Long John Silver 
and the pirates on our ship. Single page 

illustrations 
are featured 
throughout

Word counts range from 900–1500 words
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1 Where is this polar bear?

2 Is the habitat of polar bears warm or cold?

3 Why is the Arctic a challenging habitat?

4 Which animals do polar bears hunt?

Look at the picture and read the questions. 
In your notebook, write the answers as 
complete sentences.   

16 Listen to Chapter Eight. In you own words, 
describe how polar bears hunt for food.  
Write in your notebook. *

 

*To complete this activity, listen to track 9 of the audio download 
available at www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

Write the answers to the questions in 
your notebook.   

1 Which animals help the frigate birds to hunt  
their prey?

2 How far do frigate birds often f ly to  
find food?

3 Why can’t the frigate birds go too close  
to the sea?

4 Where do dorado fish look for their food?

5 How do the dorado’s prey escape from them?

6 What do the frigate birds do when the 
little fish glide too high?   

18

A dorado fish . . . (look) for food near the top of 
the water. A little fish tries to escape by  
. . . (glide). It can . . . (jump) out of the water 
and glide for hundreds of meters. 

When the little fish glides too high, a frigate  
bird . . . (fly) down to catch it. If the little fish  
. . . ( jump) back into the sea, a dorado fish  
. . . (eat) it.

Read the text, and write all the text with 
the correct verbs in your notebook.   

15 17

Chapter  N ineChapter  Eight

The skill focus of 
each activity is 

indicated by icons
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King Arthur
9780241401965

BBC Earth: 
Amazing Predators

9780241336182
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Title Theme Value Reading Skills
Grammar 
Objectives

Vocabulary 
Objectives

BBC Earth Amazing 
Predators

9780241336182

Animals. 
Natural world

Understanding 
our world

Categorising 
information

Present simple, 
Questions

Animals

King Arthur

9780241401965

Adventure, 
History 

Initiative
Making 
inferences 

Adjectives, 
Prepositions

History, Magic, 
Tradition
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1 Where is this polar bear?

2 Is the habitat of polar bears warm or cold?

3 Why is the Arctic a challenging habitat?

4 Which animals do polar bears hunt?

Look at the picture and read the questions. 
In your notebook, write the answers as 
complete sentences.   

16 Listen to Chapter Eight. In you own words, 
describe how polar bears hunt for food.  
Write in your notebook. *

 

*To complete this activity, listen to track 9 of the audio download 
available at www.ladybirdeducation.co.uk

Write the answers to the questions in 
your notebook.   

1 Which animals help the frigate birds to hunt  
their prey?

2 How far do frigate birds often f ly to  
find food?

3 Why can’t the frigate birds go too close  
to the sea?

4 Where do dorado fish look for their food?

5 How do the dorado’s prey escape from them?

6 What do the frigate birds do when the 
little fish glide too high?   

18

A dorado fish . . . (look) for food near the top of 
the water. A little fish tries to escape by  
. . . (glide). It can . . . (jump) out of the water 
and glide for hundreds of meters. 

When the little fish glides too high, a frigate  
bird . . . (fly) down to catch it. If the little fish  
. . . ( jump) back into the sea, a dorado fish  
. . . (eat) it.

Read the text, and write all the text with 
the correct verbs in your notebook.   

15 17

Chapter  N ineChapter  Eight
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Project

Look online or in a library, and find out 
about another animal that is a predator.

Make a presentation about your  
predator. Work in a group. Include the 
information below:

• What is the animal called?

• Where does it live?

• How big is it?

• Which animals does it eat?

• How does it hunt?

amazing (adjective)
Something that makes 
you feel surprised and 
happy is amazing.

Arctic (noun)
the part of the world 
furthest north, where it 
is very cold

camouflage (noun)
the way an animal’s 
colour matches its 
habitat, which makes it 
difficult to see

feather (noun)
birds have many of these 
soft, light things on their 
bodies

glide (verb)
to move through the air, 
a bit like flying 

grasslands (noun)
a large area of land with 
lots of wild grass

habitat (noun)
a place where an animal 
or plant is usually found

hunt (verb)
to follow and catch 
animals for food

liquid (noun)
something that isn’t a 
hard object or a gas  
(e.g. water or oil)

ocean (noun)
the water that goes 
across most of the Earth

predator (noun)
an animal that hunts 
other animals

prey (noun)
an animal that gets 
hunted by other animals

seawater (noun)
water from the sea

Glossary

23

Exercises 
are provided 

for every 
chapter of 
the book

All titles have a suggested project 
to complete after reading

Glossary includes key words 
and basic definitions
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Penguin Readers is a new series 

of the best contemporary fiction, 

essential non-fiction and popular 

classics specially written for 

learners of English as a foreign 

language.  

Beautifully illustrated and carefully 

adapted, this graded readers 

series combines Penguin Random 

House’s internationally bestselling 

authors and most compelling 

content with structured language 

progression.

From Starter (Pre-A1) to Level 

7 (B2), Penguin Readers follow 

the CEFR framework and include 

language activities that help 

readers of all ages and abilities to 

develop key skills.

All titles are supported by online 

resources including digital books, 

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 3

Penguin Readers

audio, additional exercises and actitivies, as well as a series handbook and introductory 

videos.
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Penguin Readers are published 

across 8 levels, from Pre-A1 

(Starter) to B2 (Level 7), with 

each corresponding to the 

Common European Framework 

of Reference (CEFR) and 

featuring activity types aligned 

to international exams including 

Flyers, PET, KET, FCE, CAE, CPE 

and TEOFL.

The language used in each 

reader is strictly controllled 

with the grammar syllabus and 

permitted vocabulary correlating 

to the CEFR, with a small number 

of new words being allowed 

in each story which are all 

explained in a glossary at the 

back of the book.

With accompanying audio and 

additional resources to help 

test comprehension, grammar 

and vocabulary skills, Penguin 

Readers not only help to develop 

reading, writing and listening, but 

also critical thinking and twenty-

first century skills.
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Lit tle Women is the story of a poor American family in the 
American Civil War. The four sisters, Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy, 
are very dif ferent, but together they work hard. Sometimes their 
lives are very happy, and sometimes they are very sad. But the 
family’s love always helps them.

Penguin Readers is a series of popular classics, exciting contemporary f iction, and 
thought-provoking non-f iction, written for learners of English as a foreign language. 
The series is aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages and includes language activities that help develop key skills.

Available online:

Audio 
Download

Activity 
Sheets

Digital 
Book

CEFR 
level

Story 
word count Headwords

  Pre–A1 400 –  600 350

  A1 1,000  –1,600 550

  A1+ 3,000  – 5,000 700

  A2 7,000  –10,000 1,000

  A2+ 11,000  –14,000 1,200

  B1 15,000  –18,000 1,600

  B1+ 18,000  – 22,000 2,000

  B2 22,000  – 26,000 2,500 

PR_L1R_LittleWomen_C_97695.indd   1 04/02/2020   15:24

Visit www.penguinreaders.co.uk 

to access all our materials including:

Digital books Audio downloads Activity sheets
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Structure and content

Each Penguin Reader begins with a short 

introduction and some ‘before-reading 

questions’ to help orientate the students 

towards the subject matter of the story 

or text.

Any difficult vocabulary is explained in a 

picture dictionary (at lower levels) and in 

a glossary at the back of the book. The 

new vocabulary is recycled in the text 

where possible to increase its exposure.



25

An exercises section includes 

grammar-, vocabulary- or 

comprehension-orientated 

questions dedicated to most 

chapters.

Comprehension questions directly 

follow the text and test the students’ 

understanding of each chapter. When 

students have finished reading the entire 

book, there is a set of questions to test 

understanding of the text 

as a whole.

At the end of the book, students are 

given extension work in the form of 

written projects and in-depth essay 

questions.

Penguin Readers
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FORTHCOMING FORTHCOMING

A1 / 64 pages / 1000–1600 words Level 1

Plastic

We all use a lot of plastic 
every day. 
It is cheap and strong, 
and plastic things last for 
a long time. But where 
does plastic come from? 
And what can we do to 
recycle all the plastic in 
our world?

9780241375228

Dynasties: Lions 
Stephen Moss

Sometimes families are 
happy, and sometimes 
they fight. Sometimes 
life is good, and 
sometimes it is difficult. 
The same is true for the 
Marsh Lions in Kenya’s 
Masai Mara, and for all 
animal families.

9780241447369

Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea

In this thrilling adventure 
tale by the ‘Father of 
Science Fiction’, three 
men embark on an epic 
journey under the sea 
with the mysterious 
Captain Nemo aboard 
his submarine the 
Nautilus.

9780241493243

Pre-A1 / 64 pages / 400–600 wordsStarter

Myths of the Norsemen

The great Norse sagas 
are full of magic and 
heroic deeds. Odin’s 
wanderings, Thor’s 
hammer, the death of 
Bakkur, the vision of 
Ragnarok are given 
a fresh life in this 
version, written as one 
continuous exciting 
adventure story.

9780241463383

Taylor Swift 
Hannah Dolan

Taylor Swift started 
singing and writing 
songs at a very young 
age. Now she is a very 
famous singer — and 
she does lots of other 
things too! How did she 
get there? This book 
tells the story of her life.

9780241463260

Robin Hood

Robin Hood lives in the 
forest with his Merry 
Men. He takes from rich 
people and gives to 
poor people. The Sheriff 
doesn’t like Robin Hood 
and wants to punish him 
— but he is very difficult 
to catch!

9780241463390

NOV 
2020

MAY 
2021
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FORTHCOMING FORTHCOMINGFORTHCOMING

Malala Yousafzai

Malala Yousafzai is 
known for having the 
courage to stand up 
for what she believes 
in, even in the face 
of terrifying adversity. 
Malala’s story has 
inspired people all over 
the world who are 
fighting for justice.

9780241447376

Anne of Green Gables 
L. M. Montgomery

Anne, an eleven-year-
old orphan, is sent by 
mistake to live with a 
lonely, middle-aged 
brother and sister on a 
Prince Edward Island 
farm and proceeds 
to make an indelible 
impression on everyone 
around her.

9780241493083

Life in Space

Is there life in space? 
Will people be able to 
travel to extra solar 
planets in the future? 
Learn about astronauts, 
space stations and space 
travel in Life in Space.

9780241375235

Dynasties: Penguins 

Penguin Readers is an 
ELT graded reader series 
for learners of English 
as a foreign language. 
With carefully adapted 
text, new illustrations 
and language learning 
exercises, the print 
edition also includes 
instructions to access 
supporting material 
online.

9780241493106

A1+ / 64 pages / 3000–5000 wordsLevel 2

The Little Prince 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Meet the Little Prince, a 
young boy who comes 
from a tiny, far away 
planet. He loves to 
watch sunsets and look 
after his flower, to ask 
questions and to laugh. 
And now here he is 
on Earth, looking for a 
friend . . .

9780241463277

The Extraordinary 
Life of Anne Frank

Her words have 
become some of 
the most important 
in modern history: 
discover the incredible 
life story of Anne 
Frank, whose bravery 
has inspired so many.

9780241493113

MAY 
2021

MAY 
2021

MAY 
2021
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Animal Farm 
George Orwell

When the downtrodden 
animals of Manor Farm 
overthrow their master 
and take over the farm, 
they imagine a life of 
freedom and equality. 
But gradually a cunning, 
ruthless elite among 
them starts to take 
control. 

9780241430897

Michelle Obama

Michelle Obama was 
First Lady of the United 
States. She is also a 
lawyer, a mother and 
a wife. She has started 
many campaigns to help 
young people and to 
make the world a better 
place. This is the story of 
her incredible life.

9780241447383

Climate Change / HRH 
The Prince of Wales, Tony 
Juniper & Emily Shuckburgh

Why is the Earth’s 
climate changing? And 
how will this change our 
lives? HRH The Prince of 
Wales is worried about 
climate change. In this 
book, he explains why 
it is so important for us 
to stop climate change 
now.

9780241397862 

Wonder 
R. J. Palacio

August ‘Auggie’ Pullman 
has been home-
schooled all his life. Now 
he is starting fifth grade 
at a school in New York 
City. He doesn’t want 
other students to look at 
him, but that isn’t easy 
when he looks the way 
he does.

9780241397893

Zoo 
James Patterson

Scientist Jackson Oz 
has discovered that 
all around the world, 
animals have started 
attacking humans. 
Jackson and fellow 
scientist Chloe set out 
to warn scientists and 
politicians about the 
attacks, before it is too 
late.

9780241430910

Elon Musk 
Ashlee Vance

This book tells the 
story of Elon Musk, an 
American businessman 
and multi-billionaire. 
Learn about his early 
years in South Africa 
and Canada, his move 
to Silicon Valley, and his 
plans to travel to Mars.

9780241430903

Dynasties: Chimpanzees
Stephen Moss

A few years ago, 
the BBC made a TV 
programme called 
Dynasties. It was about 
animal families across 
the world. As part of the 
programme, they filmed 
a group of chimpanzees 
in south-eastern 
Senegal. This is their 
story.

9780241469460

A2 / 80 pages / 5000–7000 wordsLevel 3
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FORTHCOMING

MAY 
2021

FORTHCOMING

MAY 
2021

FORTHCOMING

MAY 
2021

Going Solo
Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl flew planes 
in the Second World 
War, when Germany, 
Italy and Japan fought 
against Britain, France, 
Poland, other European 
countries, the USSR and 
the USA. Going Solo is 
about his time in the 
Royal Air Force. 

9780241430927

Artemis Fowl
Eoin Colfer

12-year-old Artemis 
Fowl is a dangerous 
criminal. He discovers 
that fairies have gold, 
and he wants some of 
it. But these fairies are 
not like the ones you 
read about in children’s 
books. They have guns, 
and they are ready to 
fight.

9780241463284 

The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas
John Boyne

Nine-year-old Bruno 
knows nothing of the 
Final Solution. All he 
knows is that he has 
been moved to a new 
house where there is 
no-one to play with. 
Then he meets Shmuel, 
a boy who lives a 
strange life on the other 
side of a fence . . .

9780241447420

David Bowie

Penguin Readers is an 
ELT graded reader series 
for learners of English 
as a foreign language. 
With carefully adapted 
text, new illustrations 
and language learning 
exercises, the print 
edition also includes 
instructions to access 
supporting material 
online.

9780241493137

The Invisible Man
H. G. Wells

With his face swaddled 
in bandages, his eyes 
hidden behind dark 
glasses and his hands 
covered even indoors, 
Griffin - the new 
guest at The Coach 
and Horses - is at first 
assumed to be a shy 
accident-victim. But 
the true reason for his 
disguise is far more 
chilling...

9780241493151

Viruses

Penguin Readers is an 
ELT graded reader series 
for learners of English 
as a foreign language. 
With carefully adapted 
text, new illustrations 
and language learning 
exercises, the print 
edition also includes 
instructions to access 
supporting material 
online.

9780241493168

The Kissing Booth
Beth Reekles

Elle has one more 
year of high school 
left and she has never 
been kissed. When 
she decides to make a 
kissing booth for the 
school carnival, she 
kisses Noah, her best 
friend’s brother, and 
everything changes . . .

9780241447437

A2+ / 80 pages / 11,000–14,000 words   Level 4

Women Who Changed 
the World

These are the stories 
of some of the women 
who have changed our 
world. Read about the 
women who fought to 
be equal to men, and 
learn about the things 
that women have done 
in education, science, 
sport and politics.

9780241375280
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FORTHCOMING

MAY 
2021

FORTHCOMING

MAY 
2021

Doctor Who: Borrowed 
Time 
Naomi A. Alderman

Andrew Brown makes 
lots of money, but he 
never has enough time. 
Then he finds a way to 
borrow some. But instead 
of making his life easier, 
more time gives him more 
problems. Maybe the 
time-travelling Doctor can 
help!

9780241397886

Simon vs. The Homo 
Sapiens Agenda 
Becky Albertalli

Simon Spier is sixteen 
and trying to work out 
who he is - and what 
he’s looking for. But 
when one of his emails 
to the very distracting 
Blue falls into the wrong 
hands, things get all 
kinds of complicated.

9780241493182

B1 / 96 pages / 15,000–18,000 words  

Freddie Mercury

Freddie Mercury is one 
of the greatest rock 
stars of all time. Learn 
about his early years as 
a shy young boy from 
Zanzibar, and find out 
how he became the 
lead singer of one of the 
most famous bands in 
history, Queen.

9780241430989

Unlocking the Universe

What would it have been 
like to walk the lava-
filled earth four and a 
half billion years ago? 
Or take your first step 
on the surface of the 
moon? 
And what would you do 
if robots took over the 
world?

9780241493199

FORTHCOMING

MAY 
2021

FORTHCOMING

MAY 
2021

FORTHCOMING

MAY 
2021

Q & A 
Naomi A. Alderman

The bestselling book 
behind the Oscar-
winning film SLUMDOG 
MILLLIONAIRE directed 
by Danny Boyle

9780241493205

The Turn of the Screw 

A young governess is 
sent to a great country 
house to care for two 
orphaned children. To 
begin with Flora and 
Miles seem to be model 
pupils but gradually 
the governess starts to 
suspect that something 
is very wrong with them.

9780241493229

Sprint

A practical guide to 
answering critical 
business questions, 
Sprint is a book for 
teams of any size, 
from small startups 
to Fortune 100s, from 
teachers to nonprofits. 
It’s for anyone with a big 
opportunity, problem, or 
idea who needs to get 
answers today.

9780241493212

B1+ / 96 pages 18,000–22,000 words Level 6

Level 5

The Spy Who Came in 
from the Cold 
John le Carré

Alec is a spy who wants 
to retire, but he is given 
one final job: to spread 
false information about 
a man in East Germany. 
Can Alec end his career 
and finally come in from 
the cold?

9780241397954
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B2 / 112 pages 22,000–26,000 words Level 7

Nineteen Eighty-Four 
George Orwell

Big Brother and the 
Thought Police watch 
everyone for signs of 
Thought Crime. But 
when Winston and Julia 
fall in love, they have 
new ideas, and they 
begin to question things 
. . .

9780241430972

Originals 
Adam Grant

Being an original thinker 
can change the world. 
Learn how to recognise 
a great idea, to speak up 
for yourself, to choose 
the right time to act, 
and to manage fear and 
doubt.

9780241397978

Tales of the Greek 
Heroes 
Roger Lancelyn Green

Learn all about the gods 
and heroes of Ancient 
Greece – from the birth 
of Heracles and the 
adventures of Theseus 
to the first fall of Troy 
and the battle of the 
giants. 

9780241431009
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